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PREVALENCE OF 
DEMENTIA BY AGE 
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Shortage of  
Well-Equipped Physicians 

• Of the 28,000 licensed 
physicians in Maryland, only 
1% is dedicated to the practice 
of geriatric medicine. 



3 “Stages” of Alzheimer Disease 
1.  Decline in memory 
 -personality change 
 -executive function impairment  
 
2.  Cortical phase 
 -aphasia 
 -apraxia 
 -agnosia  
 
3.  Physical decline 
 -incontinence 
 -gait disorder 
 -swallowing/feeding 
 -muteness  
 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
IN MARYLAND 

 
• An estimated 100,000 people 

are expected to have AD by 
2025. 

 



DISPARITITES IN ALZHEIMER’S  
 

• Alzheimer’s Association estimates that 
the prevalence of AD is 2 times higher for 
blacks than for whites. Hispanics have a 
rate 1.5 times greater than whites.  

  
• Blacks have been shown to have a much 

higher rate of vascular dementias than 
whites. 



RISK FACTORS CONTRIBUTING 
TO DEMOGRAPHIC 

DIFFERENCES 

• Co-morbid chronic diseases  
• Genetics 
• Social factors  
• Cultural factors  
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